
Through the Week of November 26, 2017 
 

Readings: Ezek 34:11-20; Ps 95; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Mt 25:31-46 
 

Cross Training: “Lead us not into temptation…” Qs & As 201-206 
 

 

Sermon Notes  
 

In Baptism, God makes an Ending, and a Beginning 
See Romans chapters 5 & 6 

• Ending an apart-from-God life  
o inherited from Adam as corrupted human-nature,  
o where death has been “slowed down” by God’s 

restraining kindness 

 

• Beginning a with-God life 
o given in Jesus Christ as new-creation,  
o where eternal life breaks into old-creation as people 

mature in the Way of Jesus 

 

The With-God-Life Means Being Led by Jesus… 
See Baptismal Profession of Faith 

• FROM Self-Centering, susceptible to (and eventually enslaved 
by) habits of distraction, deception, and rebellion 

Following the Good Shepherd 

 

 

• THROUGH Self-Disciplining, maturing in loving patterns of 
repentance, trust, and obedience 

Fed by the Scriptures 

 

 

• TO Self-Offering, pursuing the love of neighbor that flows 
from the Love of God 

Faithful with the Sheep  

  



Home Group Questions 
 
Connecting with Each Other 
1. Share any blessings or graces that you experienced over the 

Thanksgiving holiday. If the holiday stirred up hard things for 
you, consider sharing these challenges so your group can pray 
with you. 

 
2. As a whole group, turn this opening conversation into prayers 

of thanks and intercession. 
 
 
Connecting with God’s Word 
1. As you reflect on last weekend’s sermon, what one idea or 

illustration stands out as being particularly helpful, 
insightful, or difficult to grasp? 

 
 
2. Take a second look at the baptismal service to reflect on the 

various ways that the Gospel is expressed. 
 
 
3. As you reflect on the Catechism Qs 201-206 (“Lead us not 

into temptation), do you notice any ways that the Baptismal 
service is echoed, reinforced, or expanded? 

 
 
4. Consider following up the scriptures cited in the Catechism 

to deepen in your own baptismal journey. 
 
 
Connecting with the Week Ahead 
1. The Catechism outlines ways we can guard against 

temptation: “I can guard against temptation by praying the 
Lord’s Prayer, asking for strength, confessing my sins, 
recalling God’s Word, and living accountably with others. 
(Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 14:38; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 
Corinthians 12:9-10; Ephesians 6:13-17; James 5:16; 1 John 
1:9).” Which of these ways might be most helpful for you to 
pursue this week? 

 


